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'The Implementation and Effect of
Hakka Language

Immersion Teaching in Preschools

Abstract

This research mainly describes the theoretical background, current situation and
effect of Hakka immersion teaching in preschools. Most of the Hakka immersion
teaching in Taiwan is implemented at the preschool stage. Hakka language (HL) is used
as the main teaching and communication language for 50%-100% of the time. Hakka
is not an independent language learning subject, but Hakka is used as a communication
medium of instruction, used to teach other subject content. There are four principles
for the implementation of Hakka immersion teaching: (1) HL as the main teaching
and communication medium; (2) Thematic integrated curriculum and teaching; (3)
Continuous teacher training; (4) The school drives families and Community to promote
HL use; (5) Continue to develop and develop Hakka immersion teaching materials. The
effects of Hakka immersion teaching include: (1) It improves children's HL listening and
speaking ability without negative influence on non-HL learning; (2) Hakka immersive
teaching is loved by children and can improve frequency of children” s HL use ; (3)
Hakka immersion teaching has a positive impact on children’ s cultural awareness and
identity. The main challenges of Hakka immersion teaching in the future include: (1)
recruiting and training Hakka immersion teachers; (2) creating more Hakka use situations
in schools; (3) connecting family and community strength; (4) continue to implement

systematic policy.

Key words: Hakka immersion teaching, Hakka language preservation , native language

preservation, early childhood education .



