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A Survey of Native Language Policy
of Parents of Preschool Children

Meng-Chin Hsu’

Abstract

This study aims to explore the current state of native language use in families
of young children and examine the relationships among parents’ beliefs about native
languages, their management of native language use, and their practices in the home.
The researcher developed the “Parental Native Language Policy Questionnaire” and
surveyed parents of children attending preschools in Taoyuan City, collecting a total of
700 valid responses. The data were analyzed using variance analysis, cluster analysis,
and partial least squares (PLS) statistical methods. The findings are summarized as
follows: 1. Parents generally hold positive views toward native languages. However,
actual use of native languages in the family and actions to maintain a native language
environment are insufficient. 2. Parents with different levels of native language
proficiency and family structures show significant differences in their beliefs,
management, and practices related to native language use. 3. Based on the status of
their beliefs, management, and practices, parents were categorized into three clusters:
“Weak Native Language Policy,” “Moderate Native Language Policy,” and “Strong
Native Language Policy.” The results indicate that younger generations of parents are
more likely to fall into the “Weak Native Language Policy” cluster. 4. The path analysis
reveals that parents’ beliefs about native languages directly influence their management
and practices. Additionally, local language management positively affects local language

practices. This highlights the critical role of parental beliefs and management strategies
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in promoting the use of native languages within families.

137

Keywords: parents of preschool children, native language, family language policy,

W 06-4_FF#& %) _p113-137.indd 137

language use, language management

2025/5/19 £ 10:03:12 (



